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TOO COOL FOR SChOOL
Alicia Flynn

C
reative Chaos is alive 

and well at Brunswick 

North West (BNW), a 

primary school perched on 

a hill, with a country feel, in suburban 

Brunswick. 

It was a cold Winter day when I 
visited Brunswick North West, yet 
the children were happily engaging 
with their outdoor environment. 
Grade 1/2 students learnt about the 
transformation of water from liquid 
to solid to liquid to gas, through 
an interpretive dancing game. And 
they got it. These six to eight year-
olds understood that water changed 
form and how it changed. It took all 
my academic reserve and willpower 

not to jump up and join in. They 
watched as ice melted in hot water 
and then how salt dissolved, making 
predictions along the way. Then the 
group got to dig for worms and care-
fully transfer them to their compost 
bin. They transplanted strawberry 
seedlings for their upcoming Winter 
Magic Market, and some of the stu-
dents prepared a dish (all the produce 
harvested from their garden), and 
presented it to their classmates for a 
delicious pre-lunch appetiser. All in 
an hour’s work! 

In this column regular 
columnist Alicia Flynn 
showcases lighthouse 
schools in sustainable 
education and describes 
amazing initiatives making 
you wish you were at school 
today.

While we may colloquially think 
of chaos as a form of disorder, order is 
manifest in the chaos of the ‘cre-
ative unfolding’. Where disorder is 
entropic, organised chaos is incred-
ibly fertile and abundantly creative. 
It is this type of chaos that emerges 
within the walls and outside the 
walls at BNW – students bouncing 
and bursting around, eager to get 
into the garden, excitedly exploring 

their school and their 
Earth, flitting 
from activity to 
activity in in-
spired leaps and 
raucous bounds. 

Without 
creative chaos 
BNW would not 
have emerged as 
such a flourishing example of 
schooling and of community. 
This is due in no small part 
to the work of eco-educator 

Megan Floris. The experience of 
working with many schools for over 
a decade has given Megan a perspec-
tive from which to create a pedagogy 
she calls Foodweb 
Education, which 
recognises the 
complexity, 
chaos and cre-
ativity of systems 
and patterns 
in Earth’s 
emergence. 
Translating these perplexing theories 
into tangible and enjoyable teaching 
tools is a grand feat: through the 

edible garden students get the chance 
to learn by doing and to believe in 
the ecological principles of thermo-
dynamics, flows and cycles by seeing 

them in action. It is a garden-centred 
ecological program – not your aver-
age school garden, cooking program. 

The students of BNW are privy 
to some of the most transformative 

Education for Sustainability 
(EfS) pedagogy that I 
have seen in Melbourne. 
Weekly they are develop-
ing a new language about 
the Earth and their place 
in it; the language of 
ecology, of life is cre-
atively embedded in the 

curriculum, not just slapped 
on as a haphazard extra. They start 
the program each fortnight in their 
classroom learning about the essen-
tials of ecological literacy – systems 
and cycles, such as the idea of there 
being no “away” and the importance 
of closed loops. Then outside they go 
to learn in the natural environment 
and through cycles and systems, 

processes and 
procedures.

Partly informed 
by the pioneering 
work of David W 
Orr and Fritjof 
Capra, Ecological 
Literacy is brought 
into a new re-

alisation through Megan’s way of 
teaching – playing, storytelling, 
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experimenting, getting hands dirty, 
preparing food, observation, draw-
ing, discussing. The Earth Story, the 
Universe Story, the Story of Life are 
brought to life through her inspired 
program and the students who en-
gage with this every week have FUN! 
Almost every student I asked said 
it was their favourite thing to learn 
at school – alongside music. And 
the music program (or Performing 
Arts) at BNW is flourishing (right 
at the same time as Music and Arts 
Education are being axed in many 
public schools struggling to fund 
them in any meaningful way). Along 
with Ecological Literacy, the Arts are 
such a deeply important part of the 
rich tapestry of creating sustainable, 
colourful, healthy and celebratory 
communities. 

While the limited pool of fund-
ing is spread very thinly, allowing 
students to participate in Megan’s 
program for only two terms of 
the year, once a fortnight, BNW is 
committed to this transformative 
Ecological Education in continuing 
their rich culture of building a strong, 
sustainable community. Megan says 
that it is in part due to these strict 
parameters of time and resources that 
the Foodweb program came into its 

current formation of 
being so ‘simple and 
tight’ and drilled down 
to the essentials. Hence 
students at BNW are 
well on their way to 
becoming conscious 
and connected 
members of our ‘Earth 
household’ (Capra). 

While Megan’s 
program is structured, organised and 
systems-based, its flowing creative 
energy appeals to students and hence 
it works on a deep and lasting level. 
Brian Swimme and Mary Evelyn 
Tucker write in their magical little 
book Journey of the Universe – ‘What 
we can say with some certainty is 
that nature is creative. And the forms 
of creativity that pervade nature are 
neither haphazard nor determined, 
but are, rather, profoundly explor-
atory, capable of bringing forth such 
a display of magnificence that it end-
lessly evokes our wonder’ (Swimme, 
Tucker, 2011, 53). Students at BNW 
learn from, through and in nature 
and engage with the creative process 
of Earth’s emergence thus becoming 
members of the great Web of Life. 
They will be co-creating the transi-
tion into an abundant new era n

For more information about Megan’s 
program, please check out the Foodweb 
Education blog ―  
http://arecipeforresilience.wordpress.
com/

~ If you know of a fabulous sus-
tainability initiative or whole-school 
Sustainable Education program, I 
would love to hear from you. Please 
email me at eco.alicia@gmail.com.

Alicia Flynn is an energetic mother 
and teacher, dedicated to creating 
a sustainable future and preserving 
a sense of hope in humankind and 
planet Earth. She is a Sustainability 
& Leadership Educator at CERES 
Community Environment Park and is 
completing a Master of Education by 
Research in Education for Sustainability, 
at the University of Melbourne. 
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WhAT DID yOU SAy?

As a result the EarthSong Council has decided to continue to publish 

a print version of the journal but to increase 

the subscription to $12 per issue for new and 

renewing subscribers. We are also investigating further the 

publication of an electronic version – stay in touch for more 

details on this development. We are very dependent on our 

subscribers to ensure the publication of EarthSong so please 

renew your subs when you receive a reminder notice and also 

consider Gift Subscriptions for your family and friends.

Thank you to all who responded to our recent Readers Survey.


